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ATOUT FRANCE is pleased to welcome you to the Annual French Gala Dinner and 

Press Awards 2011. 

 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank you for your presence and participation.  We sincerely 

hope that you enjoyed the evening. 

The Annual French Gala Dinner and Press Awards were created to recognise and reward the crème de la 

crème of the travel writing community; those who continue to consistently champion the country and who 

go to the heart of France, never tiring of discovering new destinations, revisiting old favourites or finding 

the finest foie gras. 

 

ATOUT FRANCE is in charge of the promotion and development of tourism in France, including its 

departments and territories abroad.  The organisation is composed of national and local government 

authorities, working in partnership with the tourism industry and major sectors of the French economy.  A 

total of almost 1,300 representatives from the tourism industry rely on its expertise. 

 

The UK & Ireland office based in London provides its partners with a range of promotional activities such 

as travel trade exhibitions, consumer travel shows, advertising, publications, market analysis and public 

relations. 

 

Tonight the ATOUT FRANCE London PR team ς Jacqueline, Stephanie, Hannah, Sarah and Bérengère - have 

been happy to organise this event on behalf of the French Heritage and Culture Club. Your hosts for this 

evening were: 

× Castles, Gardens and Ecolodges 

× Château du Clos Lucé 

× Culturespaces 

× Domaine de Chaumont 

× Fabre Musuem 

× France Festivals 

× Les Grandes Etapes 

× The 19 Great Monuments of the Loire Valley 

× Voyage à Nantes 

 

On a daily basis the PR team offers a variety of services to the media including the latest press information 

on tourism activity in France, you can find on the Key information sources: 

ü Twitter: AtoutFranceUKpr 

ü Blog: www.myfranceamoi.travel 

ü The online press corner http://uk.franceguide.com/press-corner 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Annual French Gala Dinner and Press Awards 2012. 

 

Kind regards, 
 

 

 

 

 

Jean Pierre Courteau, Managing Director  

ATOUT FRANCE UK & Ireland 

http://www.myfranceamoi.travel/
http://uk.franceguide.com/press-corner


France, a country of Culture, Heritage 

& Stroke of Genius 

 

 
 

France is definitely a country of culture. 22 regions offer a real jigsaw of identity, contrasting 
landscapes, traditions galore, a variety of dialects, diverse and beautiful work of artists and artisans.  
France is home to 40,000 monuments including 10,000 châteaux, abbeys and manor houses, 
6,000 museums filled with major works of art and 1,000 festivals. 
To list them all is impossible. However, the following pages along with the events of tonight will 
give you an idea of why 80 million visitors discover or rediscover this magnificent array of 
culture and heritage every year.  
 

 
 

V UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

V Prehistoric France 

V Renaissance Splendours 

V Creative France 

 

 

  



UNESCO World Heritage Sites  
 

France currently has some 37 different UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  
 

ü Among the first French sites registered on the list in 1979 
were the Mont Saint-Michel and its bay, the Palace and Park 
of Versailles and the Prehistoric Sites and Decorated Caves of 
the Vézère Valley.  
ü In 2010, the UNESCO's World Heritage Committee 
approved applications for the Episcopal City of Albi and the 
"pitons, cirques and ramparts" of Réunion Island.  
 

This puts France in 4th place in the world behind Italy, Spain 
and China. 
  
To find the complete list of the UNESCO Heritage visit the website http://whc.unesco.org/ 
 
Religious sites:  
 

ü 4 cathedrals - Chartres, Amiens, Bourges and Reims  
 

ü Romanesque abbeys such as the basilica of Vezelay and the Abbey of Fontenay in Burgundy, 
and the Church of Saint-Savin-en-Gartempe, in Poitou, often called the "La Sixtine Romane" (a 
Romanesque Sistine Chapel) 
 

ü On one of the 4 Compostella routes crossing France, the holy village of Rocamadour has an 
impressive view over the Alzou canyon. Marked by the worship of a Black Virgin, it has remained 
over the centuries a symbol of faith and hope.  
 

ü Two natural sites have also been recognised on the prestigious UNESCO list: The Gulf of Porto 
in Corsica and the Lagoons of New-Caledonia.  
 

Urban sites: 
 

ü The enchanting town of Saint-Emilion outside Bordeaux which is often considered the jewel of 
medieval Aquitaine and famous for both its fine wines and beautiful setting.  
 

ü The whole of Strasbourg's town centre, the "Grande 
Ile". It is very rare for an entire town centre to receive this 
distinction, and in 1988 Strasbourg was the first site in 
France to receive such an honour. 
 

ü Lyon's city centre with its narrow streets, bustling 
riverfront and spacious squares. 
 
ü Bordeaux - The beauty and unity of style of Bordeaux's 
architectural has remained remarkably well-preserved. This 
is the largest urban entity to be so honoured. It covers half of the city with 347 historic 
monuments 

  

http://whc.unesco.org/


Prehistoric France 
 
Following the 19th century discoveries of Cro-Magnon man and the first cave paintings, the 

Dordogne region has been found to have one of the greatest concentrations of prehistoric 

artefacts anywhere in the world.  

Whilst this site is the largest, it is not the only one. In fact prehistoric sites have been found all 

along the southern part of France, including Corsica. 

 
ü The most famous cave paintings, of course, are the world-renowned caves at Lascaux. 
Because of the sensitivity of the paintings to environmental change, Lascaux is now visited at 
Lascaux II, a (very good quality) replica nearby, rather than the original. Numerous 'lesser' cave 
paintings can be seen in the Dordogne region, most around Les Eyzies. 
 

ü The National Museum of Prehistory in Dordogne has the most important Palaeolithic 
collection in France. It has stone and bone tools and the world's premier collection of engravings 
and sculptures.  
 

ü The Palaeolithic Cave Paintings in the Chauvet caves 
contain the world's oldest and most extensive 
Palaeolithic rock art galleries ever found. The walls of 
the Chauvet Cave are covered with predatory animals - 
lions, panthers, bears, owls, rhinos and hyenas. 
 

ü The Museum of Prehistory of the Gorges du Verdon 
is billed as the "biggest prehistory museum in Europe". 
The result of more than 50 years of archaeological 
excavations, some sixty sites, retracing nearly a million 
years of history of Human Rights in Haute-Provence. 
 

ü The "Vallee des Merveilles" (Valley of Marvels) in the Mercantour National Park in Riviera is 
an exceptional open-air set of 30,000 rock engravings around the Bego Mount. The engravings 
from the bronze age between 1800 and 1500 BC.  
 

ü Filitosa, in Corsica, comprises a wonderful array of menhirs and prehistoric structures 
encapsulating some 8000 years of history. The Museum in Sartene covers prehistoric times in the 
Mediterranean Sea.  
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Renaissance splendours 
 
François I's victory in 1515 over Italy was to mark 
conquests which enabled the King to marvel at the artistic 
beauties of Italy and summon some of the greatest artists 
to France. This period is marked by those artists, including 
Leonardo da Vinci.  
 
 

ü The Palais du Louvre a museum which houses one of the most stunning collections of artworks 
in the world, was the principal residence of the kings and Emperors of France for almost 700 
years.  
 

ü It was the Renaissance which saw the first major changes to the Château de Fontainebleau 
including extensive decoration works by Italian artists. 
 

 

 

The Châteaux of the Loire Valley: these pleasure palaces took advantage of the richness of the 
rivers and lands of the Loire region, including vineyards, flowers and rolling green hills dotted 
today with more than a thousand châteaux.  
 

ü Blois' famous castle has been linked throughout  
the centuries to the history of the Kings of France. 
 
ü Amboise, the Royal Chateau for centuries now that 
still belongs to the Famille de France of all the Loire 
Valley castles, it is a magnificent Renaissance edifice 
 

ü Cheverny, beautifully furnished, can be admired 
from the ground or from a hot air balloon  
 

ü The Clos Lucé, the former residence of Leonardo da Vinci  
 

ü Chenonceau, also called the Ladies Castle, is one of the most romantic châteaux in Loire 
Valley. It has a famous viewing gallery from which to admire an impressive view of the Cher.  
 

ü Villandry is a Renaissance Chateau in a beautiful setting among three tiers of terraced gardens. 
Pride of place is given to hearts, scrolls, butterflies, fans; the water garden where the pool takes 
centre stage, with fountains and great lawn spaces. 
 

ü ChambordΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƘŀǘŜŀǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻƛǊŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ мΩǎ άƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ 
ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘέ ǿƛǘh a park the size of Paris 
 

ü Chaumont, so famous for its gardens and so close to the Royal Horticultural Society 
 

 

  



Creative France 
 

There has long been exceptional know-how in the creation of decorative arts and fashion, but 
also in the production of porcelain, crystal and textiles. 
 
France has either created or of put its own unique signature on each of these industries- so much 
so that France's creative genius and influence can be seen today in these industries around the 
world. 
 

French fashion 
 

ü The Musée des Arts Décoratifs located in one of the wings of the Louvre, houses over 16,000 
costumes dating from the 16th century to modern times. In addition, it has some 35,000 fashion 
accessories and 30,000 pieces of fabric.  
 

ü The Musée Galliera - Musée de la Mode de la Ville de Paris - over 100,000 items of clothing 
within the collection and this number is still growing.  
 

ü The National Stage Costume Centre in Moulins, 
Auvergne: This centre is the world's first site entirely 
dedicated to the heritage of the performing arts (theatre, 
opera, dance, etc.) and more specifically, sets and 
costumes. The centre boasts around 9,000 costumes. 
ü The International City of Lace and Fashion of Calais - 
Nord Pas de Calais highlights the heritage of lace-making 
whilst creating a link with contemporary design.  
 

ü Glove factories are very famous in St Junien, Limousin and Millau in the Midi Pyrenees.  
 

ü French perfume: France has been a leader in the perfume industry since the 17th Century, 
when Louis XV's court at Versailles was known as "la cour parfumée." Over the centuries, France 
has made fragrances from flowers, leaves, moss, herbs, spices and other ingredients.  
 

ü The Musee International de la Parfumerie in Grasse pays homage to all things perfume from 
processing raw materials to historical antiques associated with make-up and perfume. 
 

 

Table arts: Porcelain, Earthenware and Crystal 
 

ü The Sevres Porcelain factory is one of the oldest 
and most prestigious producers of quality French 
porcelain in France. Originally established in the 
mid 18th century, the Sevres brand has remained 
consistently at the forefront of European porcelain 
production for more than 200 years.  
  



 

ü Limoges Porcelain is one of the world's most famous porcelains. Les Halles, the fountain from 
1900 at the town hall and the Pavillon Verdurier are all decorated with porcelain tiles, as are the 
façades of many houses. Not to be missed: The Royal Limoges Factory, The Bernardaud Factory, 
The Pavillon de la Porcelaine and the National Porcelain Museum.  
 

ü The most famous French earthenware come from Niderviller in Lorraine, Gien in Centre Val 
de Loire, Quimper in Brittany and Moustiers in Provence Alpes Cote d'Azur.  
 

ü In the heart of the Tursan vineyards in Aquitaine, the village of Samadet is renowned for its 
earthenware manufacturing. The Earthenware and Table Arts Museum has three rooms which 
enable visitors to "go back in time". Visitors can thus follow the development of the table arts 
from the Middle Ages to today. 
 

ü France is very well known for the quality of its fine crystal - Baccarat, Saint Louis, Daum, 
Lalique which have all opened a museum or design centre where their most important and 

valuable collections can be seen.  
 
 

For more information on all of the Heritage and Culture sites in France, please go to:   
www.franceguide.com/culture 

Or contact Flavien Goupy, ATOUT FRANCE, CLUB PATRIMOINE ET CULTURES, 
flavien.goupy@franceguide.com, + 33 (0) 1 42 96 72 66 
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ATOUT FRANCE 
άThe French Heritage and Culture Clubέ 

 
France is famous, not only because of the beautiful landscape and scenery, but also because a 
long and rich culture. Diverse, fascinating and exciting, visitors can enrich themselves by visiting 
one of the 33 UNESCO World heritage sites, or one of the many museums, castles or abbeys. For 
those looking for something more contemporary, there is a wide variety of dance and music 
shows as well. 
 
The Heritage and Culture Club of ATOUT FRANCE brings together 54 bodies and sites, all with the 
aim to promote the exceptional French cultural wealth abroad.  
 

 

A sample of the French cultural mosaic 
 
In total, there are more than 150 sites representing the wealth and diversity of France:  
The French cultural landscape alternates between historic establishments and new architectural 
spaces. There is also a great range of sites, featuring a variety of forms of expression ς including 
street theatre, museums with unique collections, sculpture, photography, fashion, live 
performances, new media and applied arts ς demonstrating the vitality and constant reinvention 
of culture.  
Spread out across France, these cultural sites are easily accessible thanks to a highly efficient 
transport network. The Club also offers information regarding accommodation, including 
Chateaux-Hotels and Demeure de Charme, charming holiday residences. 
 
 

A dynamic culture 
 
National, regional and municipal museums, internationally renowned structures, and an ever 
growing number of exhibitions, events, and centres of local interest- these dynamic institutions, 
both large or small, are some of the most meaningful testaments to the dynamism of French 
cultural life.  
 
Their popularity and the fact that there are so many in France reinforces this as well. 
Many of these places can also be privately rented for events and seminars. 
 

For more information on the Club, its members and offers, 
please go to:   www.franceguide.com/culture 
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  Members of the French Heritage and Culture Club 

Le Mémorial Charles de Gaulle   Domaine National de Chambord 

Abbaye de Fontenay   Espace Dali - Montmartre 

Abbaye de Fontevraud   France Festivals 

Abbaye de Saint Savin   Grandes Etapes françaises 

Abbayes Normandes - route 
historique 

  La Cinémathèque française 

Centre des Monuments 
Nationaux 

  Le Memorial de Caen 

Centre Pompidou   le Parlement de Bretagne 

Centre Pompidou Metz   le Scénovision Molière 

Château d'Auvers   Le Voyage à Nantes 

Château de Chenonceau   Lille3000 

Château de Cheverny   Montparnasse 56 

Château de Vaux Le Vicomte   Musée de l'Armée 

Château de Versailles   Musée d'Orsay et de l'Orangerie 

Château du Clos Lucé   Musée du Louvre 

Château du Haut Koenigsbourg   Musée du Quai Branly 

Château royal d'Amboise   Musée du Vin 

Château royal de Blois   Musée Fabre  

Châteaux de la Loire   Musée Marmottan Monet 

Châteaux de Thoiry et du 
Colombier 

  
Musée National des Arts 
Asiatiques Guimet 

Citadelle de Besançon   Musée Rodin 

Cité de la Musique   Musées Fragonard 

Cité de l'architecture   
Museum National d'histoire 
naturelle 

Cite de l'Espace de Toulouse   
Opéra National de Paris - Palais 
Garnier 

Cité Plantagenet - Ville du Mans   OT de Millau Grands Causses 

Culturespaces   Palais des Papes 

Domaine de Chantilly   Pic du midi 



CASTLES, GARDENS, ECOLODGES & WILDLIFE PARKS IN FRANCE 
 

 
Thoiry Maze  

 

Thoiry, near Paris and Colombier in SW France, are the ancestral castles of the Family of the 
Counts de La Panouse.  

[ŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ΨwŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
as well as zoological reserves. Great for family outings or MICE: experience a medieval feast at 

Colombier, or at Thoiry enjoy champagne in a glass tunnel under the lions' claws, candlelit 
evening tours, a cricket match, a garden party or gala dinner in the Castle.  

On the Riviera? try ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊƎŜǘǘŀōƭŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ¢ƘƻǊŜƴŎΩs Ecolodges surrounded by European 
wildlife- whatever your fancy, an amazing choice of ambiances awaits you. 

 
 

 
Events:  
 
The Ark of Tiny Beasts:  
A fascinating introduction to the most miniscule of animals and a major 
ecological first for their breeding ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ƘƻƛǊȅΩǎ 
Zoopark in 2012.  
 
Thoiry events:  
!ƴƴǳŀƭ {ǘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ bƛƎƘǘǎΣ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ IǳƴǘǎΣ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΣ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ 
Halloween Parties, Biodiversity Day, National Garden Weekend,  
European IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ IƻǳǎŜǎ 5ŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΗ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŀǎǘƭŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ 
Game, Exhibitions & Gigantic maze in Thoiry gardens. 
 
 

 



 
¢ƘƻƛǊȅ /ŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ²ƘƛǘŜ 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ  

 

 
Thorenc Ecolodge  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: Annabelle,  Countess de La Panouse                    +33 6 36 29 51 11 16  
alp@thoiry.net                www.thoiry.net                     www.safari-peaugres.com    
www.chateau-du-colombier.fr                                     www.haut-thorenc.com  

mailto:alp@thoiry.net
http://www.thoiry.net/
http://www.safari-peaugres.com/
http://www.chateau-du-colombier.fr/
http://www.haut-thorenc.com/

